The Influence of Social Security Benefits and
SS1I Payments on the Poverty Status of Children

by John R. Kearney,
Herman F. Grundmann, and Salvatore J. Gallicchio*

This is the first of two articles that will examine the effect that the Old-
Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance (QASDI—Social Security) and the
Suppiemental Security Income (SSI) programs have in maintaining the in-
come of poor and near poor families with children at a level that is at least
equal to the poverty threshold. The articles also will evaluate the extent to
which these programs augment the income of those families that receive ben-
efits but who still remain below the poverty line, and look at the interaction
between the OASDI and SSI programs and other income transfer programs,
such as Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) and the Food
Stamp program.

The primary data source for this article is the second wave of the 1990
panel of the Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP). The prin-
cipal findings are as follows: (1) During May 1990, OASDI and SSI benefit
payments sustained the income of 1.1 million children above the poverty level,
(2) these programs alleviated the effects of poverty for an additional 1.3 mil-
lion children in families whose income remained below the poverty level; and
(3) a significant proportion of those families that received OASDI and SSI
benefits received additional assistance from other means-tested programs.

This article looks only at survey data. The second article will consider sur-
vey data matched with SSA administrative records.

*John Kearney is with the Disability Research Staff and Herman Grundmann
and Salvatore Gallicchio are with the Division of Statistics Analysis, all of the
Office of Research and Statistics, Social Security Administration.

This article discusses the influence of
Social Security benefits and SSI pay-
ments on the poverty status of children.
The primary data source is the 1990
panel of the Survey of Income and Pro-
gram Participation (SIPP). Although the
Current Population Survey (CPS) com-
prises a larger sample of OASDI and SSI
beneficiaries, it was decided to rely
primarily on the SIPP for two reasons.
First, the SIPP has more reliable data on
income sources and amounts. The re-
spondents provide information for the 4-
month period immediately preceding the
SIPP interview. By contrast, CPS re-
spondents provide information each
March on income received during the
preceding calendar year. Because of the
time span, many CPS respondents may
have difficulty remembering all the in-
come they received throughout the year-
long reference period. Second, since the
SIPP file can be matched with the Master
Beneficiary Record (MBR) and the
Supplemental Security Record (SSR), it
can provide more accurate information
with regard to receipt of OASDI and SSI
benefit payments.

Poverty rates for all categories of
persons declined significantly throughout
the 1960’s. CPS data indicate that the
proportion of persons age 65 or older
with income below the poverty level,
which stood at 35 percent in 1959, con-
tinued to decline until 1989, when it
reached a low of 11 percent. In 1992,
the poverty rate for elderly Americans
was 12 percent. Similarly, the poverty
rate for children aged 18 or under was
reduced by almost half during that de-
cade, from 27 percent in 1959 to 14
percent in 1969, This trend, however,
began to change in the mid-1970"s, with
poverty among children growing by
about 50 percent since that time. In
1992, 22 percent of children were in
families with income under the poverty
threshold. The overall poverty rate also
increased since the 1970’s, but the rate
of increase is considerably lower.! The
contrasting trends for the period 1966
through 1992 are illustrated in chart 1.

Although there is some disagree-
ment regarding the reasons for the in-
crease in poverty among children, there
seems to be a consensus that the reasons
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incisde: (1) the growth of single- parent
families, (2} a drop in real eamings for
males with limited education, and (3)
limitations on cost-of-living increases in
AFDC, Among the aged, the reduced
rate of poverty has been maintained
fargely through QASDH cost-of-living
adlustments.

Benefit Entitlement
OASDI benefits are payable to an
unmarricd child under age 18 who is the

child of either a retired or disabled
worker, or of a deceased worker who was
fully or currently insured at the time of
his or her death. In 1990, 2.5 million
children under age [8 received OASDI
henelits. This article, however, focuses
on fzmilies with at least one child under
age 18 and with at least one family mem-
ber receiving OASDI ar SS1, regardless
of whether or not the child(ren) received
benecfits. There were over 5 million
children n families of this type.

The S8I program is a Federal means-
wsted income assistance program that
provides monthly cash payments to
needy aged, blind, and disabled persons
in accordance with uniform eligibility
requirements. To qualify for SSI, a per-
son must be aged 65 or older, have sig-
niticantly impaired vision, or be unable
to engage in substantial gainful activity
by reason of a medically determined
physical or mental impairment that is
expected to last 12 months or result in
death. A child under age 18 who has an
impairment of comparable severity with
that of an adult may alse qualify for
benelits. Additionally, a person must
have limited income and resources and
be a U.S. citizen (or an alien legally
admitted for permanent residence) in
arder o be eligible for benefits. The
income and resources of the parents of a
blind or disabled child under age 18 are
considered in determining the child’s
eligibility.

The law requires that SS1 applicants
fife tor all other benefits to which they
may be entitled, including OASDI1. Ben-
efils received through the OASDI pro-
gram are countable income for purposes
of determining SSI eligibility and pay-
ment amount.

A person may not receive both SSI
and AFDC payments concurrently and, if
eligible for both programs, must choose
which benefit to receive. This restric-
tion, however, does not prevent an $SI
recipient from residing in a family with
members who receive AFDC payments.
An §SI recipient may also be eligible for
food stamps, except in California (where
Food Stamp benefits are converted to
cash, which is counted in the State SSI
supplementary payment).

In 1990, the Federal SSI payment for
an cligible individual was 74 percent of
the poverty threshold. The same pay-
ment, when combined with OASDI ben-
efits and food stamps, amounted to 85
percent of the poverty threshold. The
corresponding rates for eligible couples
were 88 percent for Federal SSI pay-
ments alone and 100 percent for all three
benefit payments combined, ?

In evaluating the data on SSI
recipiency, it should be noted that there
has been a significant change in these
figures since May 1990—the reference
month for this data. In February of that
year, the Supreme Court issued a ruling
in the case of Sullivan v. Zebley that
invalidated the practice of using medical
impairment listings alene in evaluating
SSI disability claims by children. The
ruling also required an individualized
functional assessment of children whose
impairments did not meet or equal the
severity of listed impairments.

As a result, the Social Security Ad-
ministration (SSA) revised its regula-
tions regarding the disability evaluation
and determination process for SSI claims
by children and reevaluated more than
450,000 claims that were previously
denied. The effect of this revision and
reevaluation has more than doubled the
number of children receiving 581 pay-
ments—Ifrom 342,230 in December
1990, to 770,501 in December 1993,

Families with Income Below
the Poverty Level

In May 1990, 5.6 million families
with children under age 18 had income
below the poverty level—16 percent of
all families (table 1), Two parents re-
sided in most families (73 percent), but

single-parent families constituted 65
percent of those below the paverty level !
The poverty rate for single-parent fami-
lies was 38 percent, compared with §
percent for families with two parents.
Those families with the highest income
deficits (that is, with income less than 50
percent of the poverty threshold) were
even more likely to be headed by a single
parent.

OASDI benefits were paid to § per-
cent of all families (or 2.8 million fami-
lies) with children under age 18. Since
almost half of OASD! beneficiaries un-
der age 18 are the children of deceased
workers, it is not surprising that the
program has a substantial effect on the
income of single-parent families. Al-
though the overall poverty rate for fami-
lies with OASDI benefits was higher (at
19 percent) than that of families in the
general population (16 percent), the
impact of benefit recipiency on the finan-
cial well-being of single-parent house-
holds is apparent. The proportion of
single-parent families above the poverty
line (70 percent) was greater than that of
similar families among the general popu-
lation (62 percent). The difference was
even more pronounced for single-parcnt
families with income of less than S0
percent of the poverty threshold. The
percentage of beneficiary families in this
group (9 percent) was less than half that
of all single-parent families {19 percent).

The picture is somewhat different for
families that had at least one member
receiving S$8I payments. Almost 3 per-
cent of all families included an SSI
receipient, and the overall poverty rate
of SSI families was considerably higher
{42 percent) than that of families in the
general population (16 percent). Singlc-
parent families that received SSI pay-
ments were more likely to remain in
poverty than similar two-parent families.

The proportion of single-parent fami-
lies with income below the poverty
threshold was 51 percent, compared with
31 percent for families with both parents
present. Nevertheless, the severity of the
poverty experienced by single-parent
families receiving SSI was less than that
of comparable families in the general
population. About 93 percent of single-
parent families receiving SSI had income
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of more than 50 percent of the poverty
threshold, compared with 81 percent of
all single-parent families.

About 40 percent of those families
with at least one SSI recipient also had
at least one OASDI beneficiary. The
pattern of income received by this group
in relation to the poverty threshold was
similar to that of all families receiving
SsSL

Sources of Income

The major sources of income of fami-
lies with children under age 18 are
shown in tabie 2. Earnings accounted
for 91 percent of all family income, and
were the primary source of income to
both single-parent families and two-
parent families. However, two-parent
families relied more heavily on earnings
as a source of income than did single-
parent families. Earnings amounted to
93 percent of total income of two-parent
families, but only 76 percent of the in-
come of single-parent families. Average
monthly earnings for two-parent families
(3$3,628) were about twice the average
for single-parent families ($1,817).

Fewer families with OASDI benefits
had earningg {74 percent), compared
with the proportion of all families with
income (89 percent) and earnings ac-
counted for a considerably smaller pro-
portion of total income to OASDI fami-
lies (63 percent) than it did to families in
the general population (91 percent). A
much smaller proportion of families with
an S8] recipient had income from earn-
ings (36 percent). In single-parent fami-
lies, only 40 percent had any earned
income.

Although OASDI benefits repre-
sented fess than 2 percent of the income
of families with children in the general
population, they accounted for 21 percent
of all income of those families that re-
ceived benefits. OASDI benefits ac-
counted for a somewhat higher propor-
tion of total income for single-parent
families (23 percent) than they did for
two-parent families (19 percent), but the
average monthly benefit to families with
one parent ($533) was substantially less
than the average benefit for two-parent
families {$649%. Families that received

SS1 payments accounted for 12 percent
of families that also received OASDI
benefits. The average monthly OASDI
benefit to these families was $419.

SSI benefits were paid to almost 3
percent of families but accounted for
only a fraction of a percent of total in-
come to the general population. Among
families with a member who received
$81, benefit payments represented only
16 percent of total family income. These
families relied primarily on earnings,
OASDY, and AFDC, in addition to SSI,
to meet their income needs. For those
families entitled to both OASDI and SSI
benefits, OASDI accounted for a higher
proportion of total income (22 percent)
than 58I (12 percent).

AFDC was paid to 9 percent of the
total population, but it amounted to only
1 percent of total family income. Most
of the families (80 percent) that received
AFDC were single-parent families.

More than one-fourth of all single-parent
families (26 percent) received an AFDC
payment, and these payments accounted
for 6 percent of their total family income.
Among single-parent families with an
SSI recipient, 45 percent also received an
AFDC payment.

Certain noncash benefits are recorded
in SIPP, but are not considered in calcu-
lating money income and the ratio of
family income to the poverty threshold.
However, these benefits help poor fami-
lies meet their material needs, and the
rate of recipiency can be an important
indicator of financial well-being among
different populations, The Food Stamp
program provides noncash benefits to
many families at or below the poverty
thresheld. Almost 12 percent of families
in the survey population received food
stamps. The rate of recipiency was much
higher in single-parent families (30
percent) than in two-parent families (5
percent). Among families that received
OASDI, 18 petcent also received food
stamps, compared with 44 percent of
families with an SSI recipient.

Impact of OASDI and S51
on the Poverty Rate

The poverty rate for families that
received OASDI and/or SSI benefit pay-

ments in 1990 (22 percent) was higher
than the rate for families in the general
pepulation (16 percent). However, the
extent of poverty among these families
would have been considerably greater if
they had not received QASDI and/or SSI.

Table 3 shows how families that
received concurrent benefits fared in
relation to the poverty threshold and how
well they would have done without these
benefits. There were 580,000 families
with income above the poverty level that
otherwise would have had income below
that level. About half of these families
(50.3 percent) were single-parent fami-
lies.

Even though some families remained
below the poverty line despite the receipt
of QASDI and/or 881, the most severe
effects of poverty were alleviated for
many. Only 5 percent of families that
received OASDI benefits had income of
less than 50 percent of the poverty
threshold; had OASDI benefits not been
paid, the rate would have been five times
as great. The comparable rate for SSI
families was 6 percent. It would have
been 41 percent in the absence of SSI
payments. In total, 682,000 families had
their income increased to more than 50
percent, but less than 100 percent, of the
poverty threshold through receipt of
OASDI and/or SST benefits.

Compavison of Poverty Rates

The principal measurement of pov-
erty used in this analysis is the percent-
age of families with children under age
18 that have income below the poverty
threshold. However, since we are pri-
marily concerned with the effect of lim-
ited family income on children, we also
think it is important to discuss the num-
ber of children that are involved.

The poverty rate for children under
age 18 living in families was 19 percent
(table 4), somewhat higher than the
poverty rate for families with children
under age 18, which was 16 percent.
This variance appears to be related to the
greater number of children in families
that had income below the poverty
threshold (2.2 per family) than in fami-
lies with income above the poverty line

(1.8 children per family). The presence
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1 greater number of children in fami-
i2s with income below the poverty line
~as applicable both to the entire popula-
“ion and to each subgroup shown in

-able 4. Nevertheless, single-parent fami-
.ies generally had fewer children than
wo-parent families, yet it was single-
aarent families that were much more
Aikely 10 have income below the poverty
threshold.

Tabie 5 shows how many children in
amilies were lifted above the poverty
tiireshold, and how many had their in-
come increased to more than 50 percent
[ the poverty threshold, as a result of the
3ASDI and SS1 programs. OASDI
Lenetits were paid to families that in-
“luded 878,000 children that otherwise
+ould not have had sutficient income to
ismain out of poverty. SSI payments
were made to families with 322,000
“hildren in simmilar situations. In total,
shmost 1.1 million children were kept out
[ poverty by OASDI and SSI benefits.

There were 1.6 million children in
“amilies that remained below the poverty
e even though they received OASDI
andfor SSI benefits. However, the anti-
soverty effect of these programs cannot
e measured solely in terms of the num-
ner of children whose family income was
miaintained above the official poverty
“vel. The extent to which financial
assistance was provided to families with
g least income, even though the assis-
znce was not quite enough to lift them
shove the poverty threshold, must also be
~onsidered.

About 1.3 million children were in
“amilies whose income was raised above
41 pereent of the poverty threshold.
Spproximately 400,000 children were in
:amilies with income below this level
suspite the receipt of OASDI and/or SSI
senefits. However, this figure would
~ave been more than four times as great
- benefits had not been paid.

The cffect that OASDI and SSI ben-

efits have on the poverty status of chil-
dren in single-parent and two-parent
families is further iflustrated in charts 2
and 3.

Conclusion

OASDI benefits and/or SSI payments
made during May 19%0 were to families
that included 6.2 millien children. Al-
though the poverty rate for families that
received benefits was higher than that for
tamilies in the overall population, these
programs nevertheless maintained the
income of 1.1 million children above the
poverty threshold.

Over 1.6 million children in families
remained in poverty despite the receipt of
OASDI and/or SSI. However, it is im-
portant to recognize the effect that these
programs have in improving the eco-
nomic circumstances of families with the
least income from other sources. The
income of the families of 1.3 million
children was increased to more than 50
percent of the poverty threshold through
the OASDI and SSI programs.

Earnings were the primary source of

income for all cohorts of families that
were examined. However, it is clear that
for many families with children, QOASDI
benefits and SST payments—frequently
paid along with AFDC and/or food
stamps-—were necessary for the barest
level of subsistence. The reasons that
many families remained in poverty—and
sometimes in extreme poverty—despite
the receipt of these benefits, will be the
subject of an article in a future issue of
the Social Security Bulletin.

Notes

! Burcau of the Census, “Poverty in the
United States: 1992,” Current Popuiation
Reports, Series P-60, No. 185, Washington,
BC: U.S. Government Printing Office.

1 U.8. Congress, House Commiltee on
Ways and Means, Overview of Entitlement
Programs (1993 Green Book), Washington,
DC:U.58. Government Printing Office, pp.
835-837.

* In discussing single-parent families, we
have not distinquished between female- and
male-headed households. However, SIPP data
indicate that over 87 percent of these families
are headed by females.

Chart 1.—Comparison of poverty rates by age, 1966-92
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Chart 2.—Children in one-parent families with OASDI and/or SSI benefits:
Poverty status including and excluding benefits
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Charl 3,—Children in two-parent families with OASDI and/or SSI benefits: Poverty
status including and excluding benefits
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Table 1.- -Number and percent of families with children under age 18, by type of benefit receipt and ratio of income to poverty

threshold, May 1990

Number and percent of ‘ o

tamilies with children !

Total: !
Number......oooi . ‘
Percent.... ...

One parent present: |
Number........c.co..... i
Percent...... TR |

Two parents present:
Number ... ...
Percent ...

Total:
Number................
Percent................ L

Ome parent present:
Numiber...........oooo..
Percent....ooo.. oo

Two parents present:

Total:
Number.. ...
Percent................ |

One parent present: !
Number.............. ‘
Percent......... T

Two parents present. |
Number...........e.....
Percent.................

Tatal:
Number....... S ;
Percent......ooovouee . '

One parent present:
Number................
Pereent. ..o !

Twa parents present: |
Number....... ... |

)

Total | Under 50 I

Under 75 | Under § 00

[In thuisands |

Ratio of income fo poverty threshold

| Under 25

Ail families

34,736.6 2,339.9 4.066.4 5,632.1 7.334.9 89934
1000 6.8 11.7 162 214 256
3.483.7 1,773.2 2.766.8 3.6463 4,294.6 4911.7
100.0 187 285 38.4 45.3 51.8
252528 586.8 1,269 6 1.985.8 30403 4.0817
100.0 23 5.0 7.9 12.0 16.2
Families with OASDI and/or 881
3.339.1 176.0 4493 4 7389 992.5 1.208.9
100.0 53 14.8 2.2 26.7 36.2
1,553.4 1426 336.1 519.7 643 8 7379
100.0 92 216 333 41.5 48.8
1,780.) 331 1573 220.2 348.7 4509
100.0 1.9 88 12.3 19.5 252
Families with OASDI
2.R16.5 140.8 360.8 5407 7174 R81.0
1000 50 12.8 9.2 285 313
1,311.5 1204 264.4 3961 474.1 561.9
100.0 92 202 30.2 36.2 428
1,504.9 204 96.5 144.7 2433 319.1
100.0 1.4 6.4 9.6 16.2 212
l - Families with SSI

380.2 53.8 2543 366.7 481.2 546.0
100.0 6.1 289 1.7 54.7 62.0
4677 34.5 147.4 2373 3128 346.1
100.9 74 31.5 507 669 74.0
4123 18.6 1069 126 4 168.4 199.9
100.0 4.6 254 314 408 48.5

Percent..................

12,5854
362

6.041.0
63.7

6.344.4
25.9

1,700.6
509

7094
39.7

Under 1.50 Under 2.00 . 1.00 and over 2 00 and over

29,1045 221512
83 R 638
3.8374 34427
616 363
23.267.1 18,70R.5
921 741
25992 1.638.4
78 191
1,0333 3618
66.5 362
1,565.9 1.076.7
87.7 60.3
22757 1.506.0
SO R 535
915.5 517.3
69.8 41.0
1,360.2 968.5
904 644
5136 200.1
583 07
2304 70.4
493 151
283.1 1267
68 6 314

(]
(=)
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Table 2.-—-Number of and mean income for families with children under age 18, by type of benefit and source of income, May 1990

{Numbers in thousands]

All famnilies

Familics with—

OASDI and/or SSI benefits

QASDI benefits SSI benefits
) One Twa One Twe One Two One Two
Number 9{ and mean fcome parent parents parent parents parent parents pareni;  parents
for families with children Total present present Tatal present present Tetal present present Total present;  present
Income from all sources
Total number of families......... 34,736.6 94837 25,2528 3,339.1 1,553.0 1,786.1 2,816.3 1,3115 1,504.9 8802 467.7 4125
Ageregate income {in millions)..| $110,831.0 $158357 $94,9952 $9,008.5 $3,103.9 §59047 $75335 32,7661 $5,1674 §1,7546 $706.3  $1,0483
Mean income.........occocvvrnenne $3,190 $1,670 $3,762 $2,698 $1,999 $3,306 $2,817 52,100 $3,434 $1,993 $1,510 £2,54]
Eamings
Percent of aggreate income........ 906 76.0 931 63.1 52.7 685 63.0 537 68.0 593 5.2 655
Received type of incorme:
Number of families.... 30,9947 6,6259 243688 2.369.1 38%.1 1,480.0 20758 801.4 1,274.5 4898 188.5 3013
Percent of total number, " 89.2 69.9 96.5 71.0 57.3 829 737 61,1 847 55.6 40,3 130
Mean income...........ooiinene §3,241 §$1.817 $3,628 $2,398 $1,840 $2,733 52,407 $1,853 $2,756 $2,126 $1,882 52,278
0ASDI
Percent of aggreate income........ 13 4.4 1.0 186 25 16.5 211 253 189 85 113 57
Received type of income:
Number of families....... 28165 1,311.5 1,504.9 2,816.5 13115 1,504.9 2,8165 1,311.5 1,5049 357.6 226.3 131.3
Percent of fotal number. . 8.1 13.8 6.0 843 84.5 84.3 100.0 100.0 1000 40.6 48.4 1ns
Mean income. ... $595 $533 $649 5595 $533 $549 $593 $533 $649 5419 $353 $533
7 SSE ) o o
Percent of aggreats income........ 03 0.9 02 32 4.6 24 1.0 1.6 0.7 16.4 203 138
Received type of income: ]
Number of families................. 880.2 4677 4125 8802 467.7 412.5 3576 226.3 131.3 880.2 467.7 4125
Percent of total number........... 25 49 1.6 264 30.1 231 127 17.3 %) 100.0 100.0 100.0
Mean InCOME...oovrveveeeereeee 3327 $307 $350 $327 $307 £350 $228 $193 $289 $327 $307 %350
AFDC .
Percent of aggreate income........ 1.1 5.7 03 2.1 3.9 12 13 27 0.6 6.7 8.6 53
Received type of income:
MNumber of families 10425 2,429 612.6 610.8 4376 1732 406.2 3069 99.3 326.2 2121 114.1
Percent of total number........... g8 25.6 24 18.3 282 5.7 144 234 66 371 454 276
Mean iBCome.....c.ovveverreenerrs £383 3369 $440 3315 $278 $410 $256 $244 5291 $3s58 $288 $488
Food stamps '
Received type of income:
Numberi?families... 4,003 2,862 1,161 744 492 252 514 348 166 389 235 150
Percent of total mmber. .. 1.5 30.2 4.6 223 1.7 14.1 18.2 26.5 11.0 4.2 511 36.4
' Foad stamp benefits, which are not cash benefits, are not included in aggregate income.
33
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Table 3.—Number and percent of families with children under age 18, by type of benefit family and ratio of income to poverty
threshold with and without QASDI and SSI benefits, May 1990

[In thousands]

Number and
percent of families

Total:
Number of families.................
Percent......ooovoeiieeeieees
(One parent present:
Number of families.................

Two parents present:
Number of families................
Percent.......ooooeiiiiii s

Total:
Number of families................
Percent ..o
One parent present:
Number of families.................
Percent........coooevvviieves e
Two parents present:
Number of families...............

PEECENE .. oo ‘

Total:
Number of families.................
Percent........ocooviviemeiieniiin
Ong parent present:
Number of families..............
Percent............
Two parents present:
Number of families...............

Petrcent. ..o :

Total:
Number of families...............
Percent......ccoooovvvecviieieene
One parent present:
Number of families................
Percent......ovveeeiri
Two parents present:
Number of families...............
Percent. ..o

Ratio of income to poverty threshold

393

Under .50 Under .75 Under 1.00 1.00 and over
With Without With Without With Without With Without
Total | benefits benefits benefits benefits benefits benefits benefits benefits
Al families
34,736.6 2,359.9 3,042.2 4,066.4 4,665.6 5,632.1 6,212.0 29,104 .5 28,5246
100.0 6.8 8.8 11.7 134 i6.2 179 83.8 821
9,483.7 1,773.2 2,191.1 2,796.8 3,152.6 3,646.3 31,9382 5,837.4 5,545.§
100.0 18.7 23.1 20.5 332 3R.4 41.5 6l1.6 585
25,252.8 586.8 8s1.1 1,269.6 1,512.9 1,985.8 22738 23,267.1 22,979.1
100.0 23 34 5.0 6.0 79 9.0 2.1 510
Families with OASDI and/or $S1
3,339.1 176.0 8583 493.4 1,092.6 739.9 1,319.8 2,599.2 2,019.3
100.0 5.3 25.7 14.8 327 22 395 778 60.5
1,553.0 1429 560.8 336.1 691.9 519.7 8116 1,033.3 7414
100.0 9.2 36.1 21.6 44.6 335 523 66.5 417
1,786.1 EXN| 2974 157.3 400.7 2202 5082 1,565.5 1,277.9
100.0 1.9 16.7 g8 224 123 28.5 87.7 71.5
Families with QASDI
2.816.5 140.8 6913 360.8 422 5407 1,014.7 2,2757 1,801.8
100.0 3.0 245 12.8 299 19.2 36.0 80.8 64.0
1,311.5 120.4 4578 2644 526.0 396.1 616.8 915.5 694.8
100.0 92 34.9 202 40.1 30.2 47.0 69.8 53.0
1,504.9 204 2334 86.5 316.2 1447 3570 1,360.2 1,107.0
100.0 14 15.5 6.4 21.0 9.6 264 90.4 736
Families with $81
880.2 53.5 360.7 2543 464.7 366.7 5454 513.6 334 8
100.0 6.1 41.0 289 52.8 41.7 62.0 583 38.0
4677 34.5 2399 147.4 302.8 2373 341.7 230.4 126.0
' 100.0 7.4 513 31.5 64.7 50.7 73.1 493 26.9
4125 189 120.8 106.9 [61.9 1294 2038 283.1 208.8
100.0 4.6 293 259 3l4 494 68.6 50.6

34

Social Security Bulletin « Vol. 57, No. 2 « Summer 1594



Table 4 —Number and percent of children under age 18 in families and number of children per family, by type of benefit famity
and ratio of income to poverty threshold, May 1990

[In thousands]

Ratio of income to poverty threshold
Number and percent of : —_—
children in families Total | Under .50{ Under.75| Under 1.00{ Under 1.25 ; Under 1.50 Under 2.00| 1.00 and over | 2.00 and over
All families
Total: o o - T
Number of children.................. | 64,718.8 51311 8,913.0 12,373.5 163193 15,935.7 27,234.1 52,3453 37.484.7
PErCENt.....ooovi e 100.0 79 138 19.1 252 30.8 42.1 80.9 579
Number of children per family..... 1.86 2.17 2.1% 220 222 222 2.16 1.80 1.69
One parent present:
Number of children...........c..........  16,466.5 3,792.0 58072 7.436.1 8,805.8 10,086.2 11,885.1 9,0304 4,581.4
Percent... — 100.0 23.0 353 452 54.0 61.3 722 54.8 27.8
Number of children per famxly ..... 1.74 214 2.08 2.04 2.07 205 1.97 1.55% 1.33
Two parents present:
Number of children.....................; 48,252.3 1,339.1 3,105.7 49374 7,423.5 9,849 5 15,349.0 43,3149 329033
Percent... o 100.0 18 6.4 10.2 15.4 20.4 318 89.8 68.2
Number of children per famnly..... 1.91 228 2.45 2.49 2.44 241 233 1.86 1.76
Families w1th OAS‘DI and/or GSI
Total:
Number of children..................-  6,205.6 406.5 1,090.4 1.635.6 22235 2,676.5 3,655.2 4,570.0 2,5503
Percent... S 100.0 6.6 17.6 264 358 43.1 589 73.6 41.1
Number Df chlldren pcr famﬂy..... 1.86 2.31 221 2.21 224 221 2.15 1.76 1.56
One parent present: ‘
Number of children.........c.cocooeeee. 2,763.1 3317 663.5 1,037.8 1,336.4 1.5356 1,9234 1,725.3 839.6
Percent... 100.0 12.0 24.0 376 484 556 69.6 62.4 304
Number of chlldrcn per famdy ..... ! 178 232 1.97 2.00 2.08 2.03 1.94 1.67 1.49
Two parents present:
Number of children..................... | 3,4425 74.8 426.9 597.8 887.1 1,140.9 1,731.8 2,844.7 1,710.7
Percent... 100.0 22 12.4 17.4 25.8 331 50.3 82.6 497
Number of chlldren per famxly..... 163 226 271 271 2.54 2.53 244 1.82 1.59
B Families with OASDI . _
Total:
Number of ¢hildren 5,062.1 298.1 7404 1,116.7 1,487.7 1,856.2 2,702.4 3,945.4 2,359.7
Percent... . 100.0 5.9 14.6 221 264 16.7 534 779 46.6
Number nf nhlldren pcr famﬂy..... 1.80 212 2.05 207 2.07 211 2.06 1.73 1.57
One parent present:
Number of children.............cc..... | 2,262.7 263.5 501.7 764 8 939.2 1,112.0 1,469.7 1,497.3 793.0
Percent... . 100.0 11.6 212 338 41.3 49.1 65.0 66.2 350
Number of chlldren pcr famlly..“. \ 1.73 2.19 1.90 1.93 1.98 1.98 1.90 1.64 1.48
Two parents present:
Number of children.........c..coeee | 2,799.5 34.6 2387 3519 548.5 744.1 1,232.7 24476 1,566.8
Percent... " 100.0 12 8.5 12.6 19.6 26.6 44.0 874 56.0
Number of children per family..... 1.86 .70 247 2.43 225 233 230 1.80 1.62
l» Families with S8 o . - _
Total: $77.0 10187 3257
Number of chifdren...............co. '1,902.7 153.8 607.6 883.9 1,182.6 1,297.8 1,577. )
Percent........ococovmrcneeririns 100.0 g1 319 46.5 62.2 68.2 829 5335 1763[,
Number of children per family..... 2.16 2.88 2.39 2.41 2.46 238 2.32 1.98
One parent present:
Nu?nber 01;' children.......cooovviennn. 9245 972 292.6 482.0 662.4 699.0 7799 442.5 144.6
Percent... 100.0 10.5 31.7 52.1 71.7 75.6 84.4 479 é502
Number of children per fa.mll}..... | 1.98 281 1.99 203 212 2.02 196 1.92 ‘
Two parents present:
Nur%bcr an::hildrcn e | 978.2 56.6 315.0 42?.0 Sgg:la Sz?g 73’;‘(5) Sggg ltliéé
Percent... . : 100.¢ 5.8 322 1 . . 5 . .
Number of children per fami Yeon 237 299 295 3.1 3.09 300 2.82 2.04 1.40
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Table 5.—Number and percent of children under age 18 in families, by type of benefit family and ratio of income to poverty

threshold with and without OASDI and SSI benefits, May 1990

Number and percent
of children in families

Total:
Number of children. ...
PErCenl v .
One parent present: :
Number of children........... ... )
Percent......c.c.cocooeeininin
Twq parents present:
Number of children..................
Percent.........ooeiiinnn, s

l'otal:
Number of children...... R
Percent........... [T
(ne parent present:
Number of children..................
Percent......ooooovoiviiiiii e,
Two parents present: i
Number of children................. |
Percent.......c.ovoviiri

Total:

Number of children............ ...

Percent........ . ... [
Jne parenl present.

Number of children..................

Percem
Two parents present.

Number of chitdren............... .

Percent oo oo

Total:
Number of children..................
Percent................... TP |
One parenl present: |
Number of children............... !
Percent. oo
Two parents present:
Number of c¢hildren................
Percent......o o '

[In thousand